
ECUADOR MAINLAND 

 10 DAYS 9 NIGHTS 

DAY 1 Arrive to Guayaquil   

Arrival in Guayaquil. Pickup from the airport and transfer to the Hotel - Overnight in Guayaquil  

DAY 2 CITY TOUR OF GUAYAQUIL + VISIT TO THE HISTORICAL PARK + LODGING IN 

GUAYAQUIL  

Breakfast at the hotel.  
The tour begins with a visit to the Administration 
Plaza: we will pass by the Municipal Palace, the 
Governor’s Offices, the monument to Mariscal 
Sucre, the Cathedral, and end up in Seminary Park, 
also known as the Park of the Iguanas.  Then, we will 
walk along the length of the Malecón 2000, or the 
city’s boardwork along the banks of the Guayas 
River.  We will visit the Integration Plaza, the Glass 
Palace, and Olmedo Plaza, where a monument to the illustrious poet and former president of 
the Republic José Joaquín de Olmedo can be seen.  Next, we’ll visit the Moorish Tower and its 
plaza, where we will see monuments to Simón Bolívar and San Martín.  We will pass through 
the Boardwalk Gardens, where a variety of plants such as teak, guaba, mango, ferns and ticus 
thrive.  We will also visit the colorful barrio of Las Peñas, famous for its wooden architecture 
and art galleries.  From the Fort of Santa Ana we’ll appreciate a beautiful panoramic view of 
Guayaquil and the Guayas River. 
After lunch we will be transported to the Historical Park, where we’ll visit the Wildlife Zone 
and learn about numerous endemic species, as well as the mangrove forests and their 
importance in the region’s biological processes. 
The visit will be continued in the Urban Architecture Zone.  We’ll enter the Campesino House 
to observe the lifestyle of the workers who historically worked the rice, plantain, coffee and 
cacao fields during the period of the Cacao Boom.  We’ll also enter the Hacienda House, where 
cacao has been and is currently dried and stored. 
We will then continue our tour to the Traditions Exposition Zone, where the urban and 
architectural environment of Guayaquil at the beginning of the 20th century is reconstructed.  
During the visit we will see dozens of people dressed in the formal attire of that time period. 
Return to the hotel. 
 
Meals Included: Breakfast/Lunch 
  



 

 

 
 
Day 3 VISIT TO THE CHURUTE MANGROVES ECOLOGICAL RESERVE + VISIT TO EL CAJAS 
NATIONAL PARK + LODGING IN CUENCA 
 
In the morning we will be transported to the Churute 
Mangroves Ecological Reserve (50 kilometers, or 30 miles, 
southeast of Guayaquil), where we will visit the tropical dry 
forests with a 30-minute walk on the “Monkey Trail” and 
have a chance to see and hear howler monkeys snacking on 
fruit high in the trees.  During the walk we’ll see many forest 
plants with medicinal and other valuable uses. 
Next, we will take a boat ride through the mangrove forests 
(1 hour), where a plethora of birds such as frigates, 
flamingos, white ibises, pink spoonbills, kingfishers and 
pelicans can be seen.  If the tide is high there is a very good 
chance of glimpsing the dolphins that come deep into the 
estuary during those times. 
The excursion continues with a visit to a small plantation 
where we’ll observe the cultivation of the famous Ecuadorian 
Cacao, as well as that of banana and other tropical fruits. 
After this visit we’ll prepare ourselves for an amazing journey 
to Cuenca.  The transition of landscapes is spectacular: we will 
leave behind the coastal plains full of rice, banana, cacao, 
teak, and bamboo plantations and begin an ascent up the 
western foothills of the Ecuadorian Andes before arriving at 
4167 meters (13,670 feet) above sea level.  Here we will 
find El Cajas National Park, which features an 
interconnected network of 235 high-altitude lakes. 
We will eat lunch in the park and then do a small hike (1 
hour) amongst the páramo ecosystem, circumventing the 
Toreadora Lake (at 3,900 meters, or 12,790 feet).  We’ll 
observe numerous hardy plant species, such as 
chuquirahuas (the national flower of Ecuador), ferns,  
gentianas, and sarashimas. 
We will arrive in Cuenca around 6:00pm. 
Note: On this day of the tour, the passengers should dress 
in layers as the journey takes us through a range of 
altitudes and temperatures. 
 

Meals included: Breakfast/Lunch 

 

 

 



 

Day 4 CUENCA CITY TOUR & POTTERY CLASS 

After breakfast we’ll leave on a city tour of Cuenca, declared 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site, with its rivers, orchards, and 

gardens, known for both its natural beauty and colonial 

charm.  Churches, plazas, balconies and beautiful 

architecture abound among the rich traditions and infinite 

contrasts of the Ecuadorian Sierra.  On the tour we’ll visit 

sites sucha as El Barranco (the cliff), where houses seem to 

hang above the banks of the Tomebamba River, the blue-

domed New Cathedral, as well as some of the museums and 

parks, which add to the beauty and interest of this city.  

To learn the secrets of making ceramics we attend 

pottery classes in Mr. Iván Encalada’s workshop. Mr. 

Encalada is a well-known cuencano potter who welcomes 

us into his workshop: A Colonial style house full of 

“patios”, “traspatios” and a “huerta” (garden). For one 

hour he will teach us basic techniques to shape clay and 

make decorative pieces that vary depending on your 

individual tastes and interests. 

Meals included: Breakfast/Lunch 

Day 5 FREE TIME IN CUENCA  

Free time in Cuenca. You will be able to walk in the beautiful Historical Center. Spend time in a 

local coffee shop in front of the Main Plaza.  

Visit different Museums such us Pumapungo Museum, Las Conceptas Museum, etc.  

Meals included: Breakfast 

  



 

Day 6 INGAPIRCA VISIT TO ECUADOR’S 

MOST IMPORTANT ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

COMPLEX: INGAPIRCA 

The Ingapirca Archaeological Complex is 

without a doubt the largest and best 

preserved in Ecuador.  Enclosed by the 

windswept mountain ranges of Southern 

Ecuador, the complex is located 70 

kilometers (43 miles) to the north of Cuenca 

and sits at 3180 meters (10,430 feet) above 

sea level. 

Along the way we will observe intriguing 

Andean landscapes and local people in their lively traditional dress, and taste the famous 

“cascaritas”, a local dish. 

Ingapirca offers us an incredible look into the past, including the Inca and Cañari cultures.  

You’ll be amazed by the different construction methods used to build the temples and by the 

precision of the builders’ solar calculations and aqueduct system. 

Additionally, we will visit the striking Church of the Virgin of the Dew (Virgen del Rocío), 

constructed high on the cliffs overlooking the nearby town of Biblián. 

 

Meals included: Breakfast/Lunch 

 

Day 7 CUENCA-QUITO FLIGHT / TRANSFER TO THE AIRPORT  

Free morning in Cuenca  

Cuenca- Quito / Hotel-Airport Transfer  

Once you land in Quito you will be transferred from the airport to hotel in Quito. 

Meals included: Breakfast 

  



 

Day 8 QUITO CITY TOUR & ECUADOR VISIT + Highlight: PACARI Premium Organic  

Chocolate. The best chocolate in the world. 

 

After breakfast, we’ll have a city tour of the colonial part of Quito, the capital of Ecuador and 

the first city in the Americas to be named a World Heritage Site. Afterwards, We’ll head to the 

“Middle of the World” monument, which lies just a few km north of Quito on the Equator and 

has various exhibits to explore.  

We end our journey with a Special and exclusive 
experience: The Best Chocolate tasting  
 
Over 300 international awards earned and counting  
Pacari Chocolate is a family-owned company, dedicated 
to produce the highest quality organic chocolate from 
Ecuador. Pacari creates a fine chocolate with the best 
flavor and texture possible. Preserving Ecuador's native 
cacao, known as "Arriba Nacional", Pacari Chocolate is 
the first single-origin organic chocolate made entirely in 
Ecuador.  Pacari uses only Arriba Nacional cacao: the 
plants native to Ecuador that yield a bean classified as 
“fino de aroma.” This cacao is known for its rich, full 
taste and complex fruity and floral notes.  
When you are part of the Pacari Chocolate tasting, 
you are experiencing a little bit of what makes 
Ecuador special. 
You will be able to sample the delicious organic dark 
chocolate and purchase products. 
 
Meals included: Breakfast/ Lunch  
 

 

 

 



Day 9 OTAVALO MARKET 

After breakfast we will head up to Otavalo and make 

a stop at Mira Lago to take pictures of the beautiful 

San Pablo Lake. The tour then continues to Otavalo 

where the Otavaleños (natives) have a craft market. 

Bartering on the price is part of the fun of the 

shopping experience - your guide can help. The 

market boasts a variety of unique handcrafted items. 

Continuing the trip, we will go to Cotacachi, famous 

for its leather articles. Lunch can be eaten here and is 

at your own expense. Finally, we will go to Peguche, a small village known for its waterfalls and 

wind instruments.    

Overnight in Quito  

Meals included: Breakfast/ Lunch  

DAY 10 TRANSFER OUT  

You will be transferred on time for your flight back home or flight to Galapagos  

 
Tour Includes: 

 Transfer service airport-hotel- airport  

 Bilingual Speaking guide (Spanish-English), Tourism Professional. Tour Guide- driver: 
from 1 to 3 persons.  

 Private, air conditioned coach transportation throughout. From 4 persons  

 Sightseeing and meals as indicated in the itinerary (B-Breakfast, L-Lunch, BL-Box 
Lunch, D- Dinner)   

 09 hotel nights’ double room  

 Entrance fee:  
o Churute Mangroves Reserve 
o 01 Canoa Ride into the mangroves 
o Cajas National Park (Cuenca) 
o Colonial Cuenca (Cuenca) 
o Ingapirca Archeological Complex (Ingapirca) 
o Colonial Quito  
o Mitad del Mundo 
o Chocolate tasting 

 
Tour excludes: 

 All international and domestic airfares (USA) 

 Extra domestic airfares (Ecuador)  

 Meals unless listed in the itinerary 

 Tips & Gratuities 

 Items of a personal nature  
 

 
 
 
Prices are subject to change due to conditions beyond the operator’s control 

 



2019 Rates 

 
NET Rate per 

person 
Minimum 2 

persons 
 

First Class 
Accommodation 

Tourist Superior 
Accommodation  

Standard 
Accommodation  

 
USD$1710 

 
USD$1540 

 
USD$1370 

 

 

Single room supplement (Net rate)  

First Class accommodation: USD$650 

Tourist Superior accommodation: USD$335 

Standard accommodation: USD$328 

 

 


